Crosshairs: Evidence Dinosaurs were Warm-Blooded
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Compare two different drawings of dinosaurs, one from the late 1800s and another modern-day. Chances are you’ll find a sloppy, sluggish, mopey creature soberly dragging itself over the ground and through murky swamps from the late 1800s, and in the modern-era drawings of fierce dinosaurs, locked in combat, scuffling around in a cloud of dust in a desperate dance for survival and the quenching of hunger. The obvious difference? In the late 1800s dinosaurs were seen as slow animals, but now—with the emergence of new scientific data and logic—a new idea has emerged, popularized in the movie Jurassic Park and its sequels. The idea of dinosaurs being active, lively animals. Why the change? Because many paleontologists are leaning towards a new and refreshing idea—dinosaurs may have been warm-blooded like mammals, and therefore more active.

In the late 1960s a man by the name of Robert Bakker studied whether or not dinosaurs were warm-blooded or cold-blooded. He came to the conclusion that dinosaurs are warm-blooded. So what, you ask, if this revolutionizing evidence? Bakker paved the dividing line between two completely opposite ideas: he tore across the plain of slow-moving beasts, lighting a match that sparked a wildfire surging with beliefs of warm-blooded dinosaurs. Here are the top ten evidences for dinosaurs being warm-blooded:

I. Dinosaurs have pillar-like, upright legs, resembling warm-blooded animals, not cold-blooded creatures. Also, in many of the dinosaurs, certainly the theropods, the legs were designed for great speed, unlike cold-blooded animals. This instigates dinosaurs were warm-blooded.

II. Sauropod anatomy shows that sauropods were active, with evidence such as pillar-like legs meant for walking on land, not swimming through swamps, narrow feet for walking over land, not through swamps or mud, hollow bones for lightness and a deep chest. It wasn’t made for swamps, but more for dry land, where they were high-arboreal browsers. Warm-blooded animals today show such attributes, not cold-blooded ones.

III. Predator/prey ratio in the fossil record—a clear representation of the world directly before/during the Flood—show ratios shown in warm-blooded animals, not cold-blooded beasts.

IV. Sectioned dinosaur bones resemble sectioned warm-blooded animal bones, not sectioned cold-blooded animal bones!

V. Reptiles/cold-blooded animals are known for only having to eat once every while, quite unlike the eating habits of humans and most other warm-blooded creations (i.e. the average human eats approximately three times a day!) Dinosaur jaws show evidence of being lacerated with tough muscles, not built for eating scarcely, but actively feeding day in and day out, like warm-blooded animals.

VI. Sauropod guts were designed for lots of eating, and both the sauropods and ankylosaurs have intense digestive systems reminiscent of warm-blooded systems, not cold-blooded creatures (i.e. paleontologists have declared that ankylosaurs—excuse the informality—probably had a TON of farting power; how many reptiles/cold-blooded organisms have you seen fart? What about warm-blooded ones, such as cows, humans and—infamously—dumb dogs?)

VII. Reptiles/cold-blooded animals are usually reclusive, not spending much time together except for mating. However, huge dinosaur graveyards show that the dinosaurs had extreme social interactions, parallel with warm-blooded animals, such as bison and deer.

VIII. Dinosaur trackways show extensive herding; warm-blooded organisms do lots of herding, but cold-blooded ones do not. Another win for warm-bloodedness.

IX. Dinosaur brains—as estimated via Endocasts—show an intelligence far above that of cold-blooded animals, but resemble warm-blooded organisms.

X. Bird-like anatomy instigates warm-bloodedness, not cold-bloodedness. 

It seems that while dinosaurs cannot be classified as mammals—for they didn’t give birth to live young, and—as far as we know—weren’t covered with fur—or even classified as reptiles—they show mammal-like characteristics—they are almost certainly warm-blooded! Dinosaurs are the crosshairs between mammals and reptiles, an evolutionary mystery!

