What Jurassic Park Didn’t Tell You




Crumbling Jurassic Park Icons! 
Michael Crichton’s novel and the accompanying movie Jurassic Park sent shockwaves rippling through the minds of children and the intellectual alike. Was it the fearsome Tyrannosaurus, or the dazzling Triceratops? How about the flocking Gallimimus, or the stretching Brachiosaurus, all brought to life on screen and in the minds of readers alike? Maybe the juvenile, poison-spitting Dilophosaurus reeled the magic, or even the far-off shots of the majestic Parasaurolophus? The imagery of the film and mental pictures slapped into mind by the book are wondrously amazing, and not to be overlooked. But I believe none of the dinosaurs mentioned above—not even the harrowing, Jeep-chasing and forest-prowling Tyrannosaurus—are what invigorated the minds of people everywhere, nor engulfed dinosaur passions with a fiery flame. I believe the true magic of both the novel and the movie lies in the sickening claws and reeking jaws of Velociraptor. It was this savage, pack-hunting, bloodthirsty beast that lit up a passion for dinosaurs not just in America, but across the world. Jurassic Park—one of the best-selling movies of all time—brought the dinosaurs out of slumber and portrayed them as more beautiful than anyone had ever imagined!

But did they stick close to the truth?

As in all movies and books, inaccuracies are involved, whether on purpose or on accident. Jurassic Park is no exception to the rule: in fact, its Velociraptors are littered with problems in regard to the ‘real thing’. While the Jurassic Park movies can boast the most accurate dinosaurs in movie history, their cinematic dinosaurs aren’t perfect, especially the Velociraptors. The most obvious problem is that they’re way too big; real Velociraptor were about the size of jackals. Even the larger Deinonychus wasn’t as big as the movie’s rendering of Velociraptor! Michael Crichton wanted to use a fierce, man-sized predator. Deinonychus was ideal, but since the name Velociraptor was more intimidating and intriguing; at the time, one dinosaur researcher believed—incorrectly—that Deinonychus and Velociraptor might have been in the same genus, so Michael Crichton saw that as an opportunity to replace the name Deinonychus with Velociraptor. For the movie they bumped the size of Velociraptor way up, and also gave Velociraptor a broader Deinonychus-shaped head, when really Velociraptor had a narrower, rather concave snout. While the movie was being produced, a new dromaeosaur was discovered that was even larger than the movie’s Velociraptor—this was Utahraptor. Evolutionists assume that since Deinonychus was related to Utahraptor, there needed to be a middleman dromaeosaur, about the size of Crichton’s Velociraptor. Other inaccuracies include a flexible, whip-like tail and incorrect hands. Evolutionists say Jurassic Park was also wrong in not giving Velociraptor feathers, but there is no evidence of feathers on Deinonychus, Utahraptor or Velociraptor, so this is just assumption.

As you see, several inaccuracies dot the Velociraptor of Jurassic Park. I’m not dissing the movie, I’m a huge Jurassic Park fan, but you can’t dodge the truth. Many have been blinded by Jurassic Park’s misconceptions of the dromaeosaur Jurassic Park; so give yourself a clean conscience and get ready to see what real dromaeosaur dinosaurs are like!

The Real Dromaeosaurs

Members of the dromaeosaurs were swift, agile theropods with large brain, huge eyes and scythe-like claws on their toes. Evidence shows these dinosaurs might have hunted in packs. Dromaeosaurs include species such as Velociraptor, Dromaeosaurus, Utahraptor and Deinonychus. Remains of the dromaeosaurs span the globe, having been discovered in North America, Europe and Asia. Dromaeosaurs are a small clade of theropod dinosaurs (carnivorous dinosaurs) that share several peculiar characteristics. Dromaeosaurs were small (wolf-sized) to large (up to 23-30 feet long in the case of Utahraptor). They had specialized forms such as well-designed slashing talons on their second pedal phalanx—a.k.a. toe—, a stiff tail which might have functioned as a stabilizer, large grasping hands, well-designed claws, fiendish, muscular, teeth-loaded jaws, and extremely agile bodies. Ever since the first dromaeosaur discovery, scientists have believed them to be active, fierce, ruthless predators. Its active lifestyle lends many tantalizing clues to the deeply involved study of dinosaur metabolism, indicating they might have been warm-blooded. 

Most current evolutionists believe that dromaeosaurs and birds shared a common ancestor around the evolutionary-time-scale Jurassic period, and therefore is considered a sister group to the clade Aves, which includes all modern birds. Some even go as far to declare that birds and dinosaurs are directly related, though such evidence is extremely lacking, and opinions divided among evolutionists. Even evolutionist Dr. Menton—a leading evolutionist in the study of the evolution of birds—doesn’t believe birds descended from the dinosaurs!

The idea of them being pack-hunters was widely absorbed with the Jurassic Park movies; the Velociraptor are constantly attacking in unison, with battle plans and strategies. They are considered the most intelligent of dinosaurs—so intelligent they’re dangerous! Is this rooted in any fact? The fossils of a single herbivorous Tenontosaurus and three skeletons of Deinonychus were found very close together, instigating a theory that they might have been pack hunters, approaching the prey when sudden death found them. But another find shows a solitary Velociraptor entangled with a Protoceratops. While it is much more enjoyable to view them all as pack-hunters, from Velociraptor to Deinonychus, and then to the massive Utahraptor, perhaps the truth is much different. Maybe the dromaeosaurs used whatever attack methods necessary at the moment, as do wolves today; or perhaps the pack-hunting or solitary-roving varies between the dromaeosaur species, as in sociable lions and solitary tigers. Chances are, we will never know, unless we see them in action someday, which would be awesome!

The majority of evolutionists claim that dromaeosaurs and birds are closely related, theorized by their bird-like hip arrangement (something not seen for most non-avian Saurischians [lizard-hipped dinosaurs, includes all of theropods]), extremely stiff tails, and general similarity to the flying avian dinosaur Archaeopteryx. A recent discovery of a deinonychosaur, Sinornithosaurus, shows impressions of feathers or feather-like integument along the skin. Many recent drawings or paintings of dromaeosaurs show feathers adorning their bodies. And while Sinornithosaurus shows possible feathers, none of the other dromaeosaurs do, so the origin of these feathers are unknown, if they are real (feathers have been faked before to propagandize evolutionary ideals). And while many evolutionists declare the close relationship between dromaeosaurs and birds, evolutionist Dr. Menton—specializing in the study of bird origins, probably the greatest expert in this field of study—strongly opposes this idea, for it is riddled with holes and filled with assumptions. If one looks at all the evidence, it is more scientific to say they are not related!

Killer Claw

In the beginning of Jurassic Park, Dr. Grant (Sam Neil) talks to a bratty kid about the dromaeosaur claw: 

Kid: That doesn’t look very scary. More like a six-foot turkey.

Grant: Turkey, huh? Try to imagine yourself back in the Cretaceous period. You get your first look at this six-foot turkey, he moves like a bird, lightly, bobbing his head. And you keep still because you think maybe his visual acuity is based on movement like T-rex, and he’ll lose you if you don’t move. But not Velociraptor. You stare at him, and he stares right back. And that’s when the attack comes, but not from the front, but from the sides. And the other two raptors you didn’t even know were there. Because Velociraptor are pack-hunters, they use coordinated attack patterns, and he is out in force today. [Raising a fossilized Velociraptor claw] And he slashes at you with this: a six-inch retractable claw, like a razor. He doesn’t bother to bite you, Jack, you look like a lion. No, he slashes at you here [over the chest], or here [across the lower belly], or maybe across the belly, spilling your intestines. But the point is, you are alive when they start to eat you. So you know. Try to show a little respect?

Kid: Okay.

Another cinematic inaccuracy? No.

The “killing claw” of the dromaeosaurs is a well-designed structure used for, simply put, killing. To avoid dulling it down or ruining it, the claw was held up off the ground while the animal was walking or running, but when the muscles of the toe contracted, the claw swept down quickly, slicing through thick hide and gutting prey. The power of the slash was so mighty it could disembowel pray very swiftly. The stiffened tail—not seen in Jurassic Park—would have balanced the dromaeosaur during the attack, acting as a counter-balance to the animal’s movements. It is very possible dromaeosaurs might have leapt onto larger prey, slicing at them with their nasty toe claws and ripping at their flesh with hand claws, biting down with the jaws. And while they were probably not the fastest of dinosaurs (ornithomimids were probably the fastest), they could still attain great speeds. Widely believed is the idea that dromaeosaurs might have hunted in methods similar to savannah-like attacks: preferring ambushes, quick sprints using high agility, and pack tactics, strategies. It is this killing claw that has made dromaeosaurs so famous, and might have been why Michael Crichton decided to use them so extensively in his novels.

Meet the Dromaeosaurs

It’s time to meet some of the stars of the dromaeosaur world!

Dromaeosaurus—or “Running Lizard”—is one of the least-known of the dromaeosaurs, but very important, seeing as its name comprises the title of the dromaeosaur clade. About six-feet long, it had razor-sharp teeth and 3-inch-long claws on each foot. Based on brain castings taken from the skull, the brain was probably large; remains have been found near the Red Deer River, Alberta, Canada.

Velociraptor—or “Quick Plunderer”—was six-feet-long, a swift runner, and how a pair of long-clawed, three-fingered hands; a scythe-like claw was on each foot. Its head isn’t as broad as Deinonychus, but is rather narrow and concave. Its remains have been discovered in Mongolia, China, and the Russian Federation. One of the most famous fossilized remnants includes a Velociraptor entangled in battle with a Protoceratops; Protoceratops [a small ceratopsian dinosaur] had pierced Velociraptor’s chest whilst the dromaeosaur had slaughtered the Protoceratops.

Deinonychus—or ”Terrible Claw”—had lethal “switchblade” claws on its feet, and was a vicious predator whose remains have been found in southern Montana, and possibly also in South Korea. 10-11 feet in length, this monstrous dinosaur had bony stiffeners in its tail, making the tail rigid as it ran, to act as a counter-balance to Deinonychus’ movements. One of the most famous fossil discoveries of all time involves three Deinonychus supposedly attacking a lone Tenontosaurus.

Utahraptor—23 feet long, Utahraptor is one of the most giant dromaeosaurs to ever be discovered. Other giant dromaeosaurs have been discovered in Argentina, Japan, and elsewhere in Asia, so it is known that while many of the dromaeosaurs known by people and scientists in general are small, in coming years we are to be amazed at the sizes of some of these magically awesome creatures!

