Shimmering Spikes and Plates




A Study on Stegosauria 
Stegosaurs aren’t to be banished to other dinosaur groups, unless you know absolutely nothing about dinosaurs! Ages young and old know the Stegosaurs, from the awe-inspiring Stegosaurus, to the serene Kentrosaurus, and the exotic Tuojiangosaurus. If seen walking the streets of downtown New York City, these monstrous titans would impel fear and dastard confusion into the hearts and souls of all who dare come forward to their might-mirroring presence.  Stegosaurs were guarded by either bony plates, spikes or both, along the neck, back and tail. They usually walked on all fours, but reared back on their hind legs to forage. Their teeth were designed for soft, lush plants, and might have swallowed gastroliths to aid in digestion. The largest were twice as long as a rhinoceros, but didn’t weigh as much. Stegosaurs did have a small brain, about the size of a golf ball, but the rumor of a second brain in the hips is a buncha hogwash; it has been found this ‘second brain’ was probably no more than a bundle of nerves which worked as a relay system for messages from the brain. Their sides were virtually left defenseless in an assault from a predator, but spikes on their tails would have made awesome stabbing spears when swung with brute force into the bulk of an assailant!

Plates, What For?

The exact arrangement of the plates along the back of the stegosaurs is uncertain; three challenging ideas are 1) evenly-spaced rows sticking up along the crest of the body; 2) staggered rows sticking up along the crest of the body; and 3) the plates were folded over the flanks of stegosaurs to protect them against predators (not so accepted nowadays). Some paleontologists have proposed the plates were designed for helping to radiate body temperature, much like the sail on Spinosaurus, or the frill of Triceratops, and even the spindly back of the non-dinosaur Dimetrodon. The plates were not fixed to the backbone, but embedded in the skin. So as of now the purpose of the wonderful plates of the stegosaurs is not known, though they most likely have a very crucial purpose, designed by God, a code of truth we humans have not been able to crack in our translucent stubbornness. 

Behold the Beasts…

Let’s take a look at some of the coolest dinosaurs to ever walk the face of the planet!

Stegosaurus—name means ‘roofed lizard’. 30 feet long, largest known plated dinosaur, quadruped. Stegosaurus was a herbivore, with a small head and toothless beak. Front legs much shorter than the back legs, and had two rows of tall bony plates running along its back, neck and fringes of the tail. The tail was long and heavy, armed with ferocious 1-foot long spikes.

Kentrosaurus—name means ‘Spiked Lizard’. Had spikes over its shoulder and back. 17 feet long, much shorter than Stegosaurus, had a double row of plates along its back, and above the head and shoulders, pairs of spikes above its back and sail. These spikes might have been used in defense.

